
Building a Health Clinic In Monkey Bush,  
Waterloo, Sierra Leone

Our Mission
 
The Temne Clinic Project, is a volunteer, not-for-profit organization  
involved in building an off-grid, sustainable health clinic in the Monkey Bush 

community of Waterloo, Sierra Leone.



About The Temne Clinic Project

How We Came To Be 
 
In November, 2018, Dr. Debra Greenwood visited the Monkey Bush Community, located in the 
Western Rural District in Waterloo, Sierra Leone. What brought her there?  Her desire to meet 
her kinfolk, the Temnes.  DNA results from African Ancestry.com revealed that Dr. Greenwood’s 
maternal ancestry is Temne, the largest ethnic group in Sierra Leone.

 
The Ask 
 
After the warm reception Dr. Greenwood received by the community, the Chief led her to the 
health clinic the community had begun to build.  Faced with cholera, malaria and maternal mor-
tality, the community decided to take things into their own hands and build their own clinic.  The 
Chief asked if Dr. Greenwood would help.  She could not say no. 
 

 
The Process 
 
A Fiscal Sponsor, the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Gwinnet was identified, thus giving 
donors the opportunity to make tax-deductible contributions per IRS regulations. 

An Advisory Group of some of the most brilliant and accomplished people was formed.   
It was intentional to ensure that nearly 50% of the Advisory Group were members of the Monkey 
Bush Community. 
 

 
The Ask 
 
After the warm reception Dr. Greenwood received by the community, the Chief led her to the 
health clinic the community had begun to build.  Faced with cholera, malaria and maternal mor-
tality, the community decided to take things into their own hands and build their own clinic.  The 
Chief asked if Dr. Greenwood would help.  She could not say no. 
 
 

Our Goal 
 
After the warm reception Dr. Greenwood received by the community, the Chief led her to the 
health clinic the community had begun to build.  Faced with cholera, malaria and maternal mor-
tality, the community decided to take things into their own hands and build their own clinic.  The 
Chief asked if Dr. Greenwood would help.  She could not say no.



Why This Is Needed
 
Sierra Leone has the highest maternal mortality rate in the WORLD.  Eight percent of children 
will not live to see their fifth birthday.  In the Monkey Bush Community, cholera and malaria ravish 
it with impunity due to the lack of resources, including adequate access to clean water.

Our Model 
 
We are building based on the principles of accountability, partnership, sustainability and educa-
tion and training.  All of us (Temne Clinic Project, community members, the local government, 
and local and global advisors) are accountable to each other and to the patients.  We work in 
partnership with the local community to build, set up, train, and staff the clinic.  We use sustain-
able methods which help the community utilize the abundant and free resources of the sun and 
the rain.  We use composting to dispose of human, food, and other waste in an environmental 
sustainable way.

Thank You 
 
For Media Requests Please Contact Dr. Debra Greenwood:
admin@temneclinic.org
(404) 234-2478
 


